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In November 2019, partners of the LWRMI project attended a joint staff training event (JSTE) in Hemel Hempstead, the main
town of Dacorum - the name for a local government district in Hertfordshire, UK – which is 45 km north west of London.
Community Action Dacorum (CAD – www.communityactiondacorum.org.uk ) organized the JSTE.   This
charity is a "Council for Voluntary Service", and believes in bringing people together to achieve more in their communities
and improve the quality of life. 
 
The focus of this JSTE was to look at the work of volunteers, partlicularly those supporting refugees, and
those helping to prevent social exclusion for minorities.
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Partners visited some good examples of
social inclusion in the area, such as:
 
The Repair Shed, which aims to
provide a supportive environment in
which older men (50+) who are
practically-minded can make and repair
things, share skills and
learn new ones.
 
The Refugee Council, which is a
charity committed to welcoming
refugees seeking sanctuary and
providing the support they need to help
them re-build their lives.
 
The Volunteer Centre, part of
Community Action Dacorum, a walk-in
centre that matches potential
volunteers with charities and
organsiations needing volunteer help
to keep vital services running.
Over the last decade they helped
over 10.000 people of all ages, abilities
and walks of life to become volunteers.
Radio Dacorum, a community radio
station broadcasting 24/7 since 2012,
combining great music with
opportunities for residents, voluntary
organisations, public
authorities and private companies to
promote their local activities
and events. 

Local people are eoncouraged to get
involved as volunteer presenters.
 
Ashridge Estate, a conservation
area of ancient woodland in which over
200 people volunteer for a
wide variety of tasks. It is owned by the
National Trust which has
over 70.000 volunteers in England.
 
At the CAD offices, partners met
representatives from  Herts Welcomes
Refugees, a volunteer-run
organization that provides assistance to
refugees and asylum seekers
in Hertfordshire, to complement the
support provided by the local
councils and the Refugee Council's
Hertfordshire Project.  They organise
social events, and
provide toys, household items and other
equipment to local families.
 
As part of the JSTE, partners visited
an award-winning local Indian
restaurant where the proprietor
explained all about the traditional food
and customs of Kerala and
gave the visitors the chance to sample
his dishes.
 

The next part of the
project will be

the JSTE in Bulgaria,
planned for May 2020. 
Two people from each

partners country
will be involved in

learning new methods
of teaching. 

The training will be
in Sofia and
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